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BEFORE THE ARIZONA STATE VETERINARY MEDICAL 
EXAMINING BOARD 
IN THE MATTER OF: Case No.: 20-81 
FINDINGS OF FACT, 


CONCLUSIONS OF LAW 
AND ORDER 


ROGER LITCHFIELD, DVM 
Holder of License No. 1197 


For the practice of Veterinary 


) 
) 
) 
) 
| 
Medicine in the State of Arizona, } 
) 
) 


Respondent. 


On June 17, 2020 and July 15, 2020, the Arizona State Veterinary Medical 
Examining Board conducted an Informal Interview regarding Roger Litchfield, 
DVM ("Respondent”’). The proceedings in this matter are governed by A.R.S. § 
32-2234 (A). Respondent was advised of his right to legal counsel by letter, 
appeared, and participated in the Informal Interview. The Board reviewed all 
documents submitted regarding this matter, took testimony from Respondent, 
and proceeded as is permitted by A.R.S. § 32-2234 (A). 

Following the Informal Interview and the Board's discussion of the 
information and documents submitied, the Board determined that 
Respondent's conduct constituted unprofessional conduct pursuant A.R.S. § 32- 
2232 (18) Violating or attempting to violate, directly or indirectly, or assisting or 
abetting the violation or conspiracy to violate any of the provisions of this 
chapter, or rule adopted by the Board or a written order of the Board. After 
considering all of the information and testimony, the Board issues the following 


Findings of Fact, Conclusions of Law and Order, (“Order”). 


FINDINGS OF FACT 
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1. Respondent is the holder of License No. 1197 issued on June 13, 1979, and 


is therefore authorized to practice the profession of veterinary medicine in the 


State of Arizona. 


2. On June 20, 2019, a premises inspection was conducted and the following 


potential violations were cited: 


Q. 


R3-11-801 (A) Need to notify clients that prescriptions can be notified af 


an outside pharmacy; 


. R3-11-704 {4} Dirty surgical table and surgical table drain; 


R3-11-702 Need to ensure an adequate amount of surgery packs are 
available for the amount of surgeries performed; 

R3-1 1-502 (D) Expired supplies -- syringes; 

R3-11-502 (H) (2) Need to record examinations of animals that are having 
surgery within 6 hours of the procedure; 

R3-11-502 (H) (3) Need to record animals’ HR and RR immediately after 


giving an general anesthetic; 


. R3-11-502 (J) (2) Expired controlled substances on premises —Tramadol, 


and missing Tramadol! — 400+ tablets; 

R3-11-502 (K) (2) No controlled substance inventory log; 

R3-11-502 (K) (3) Controlled substance dispensing log does not contain alll 
required information; 

R3-11-502 (L) (4) Need to examine feral cats (when anesthetized) and 
document in the medical record; 

R3-11-502 (L) (5) Need to record animals’ tentative or definitive diagnosis 


in the medical record; 
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l. 


R3-1 1-502 (L) (7) Need to record the route of administration of vaccines in 


the medical record; 


m. R3-1 1-502 (L) (9) Results of diagnostic lab tests do not match with patient; 


Nn. 


and 
32-2281 {A} (1) (a} Need to put dispensing DVMs name on prescription 
label. 


3. On July 3, 2019, a statement from Mr. Steven Jenkins was received siating 


that the potential violations have been corrected and examples were 


submitted where applicable. 


4. On January 13, 2020, Western Arizona Humane Society was re-inspected 


and potential violations were identified, some of which were repeated 


violations, or similar violations, from the previous inspection conducted on June 


20, 2019, which were reportedly corrected. The potential violations are as 


follows: 


Q. 


b. 


R3-11-704 (4) Dirty surgical table and surgical table drain (REPEAT); 
R3-11-502(B) Need emergency information on after hours voice mail. 
Name, address and phone number of a referral emergency facility; 

R3-1 1-502 (D) Expired supplies — Blood tubes, |V catheters, testing supplies, 
Troy biologic (REPEAT); 


. R3-11-502(E}) Need consistency documenting that discharge instructions 


have been provided; 

R3-11-502 (H) (2) Need to record examinations of animals that are having 
surgery within 6 hours of the procedure (REPEAT); 

R3-11-502 (H) (3) Need to record animals’ HR and RR immediately after 


giving an general anesthetic (REPEAT); 
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g. R3-11-502(H)(4) Recovering animals not in sight or monitored during 

recovery; | 

h. R3-11-502 (J) (2) Expired controlled substances on premises -- 

Buprenorphine 60mLs and Phenobarbital 97.2mg (REPEAT); 

ji. R3-11-502 (K) (2) Controlled substance inventory log does not contain all 

required information (REPEAT); 

j. R3-11-502 (K) (3) Controlled substance dispensing log does not contain all 

required information (REPEAT); and 

k. R3-11-502(L)(10)(11)Need consistency entering signatures of DVM and 

staff making entries into the medical records. 

5. On January 29, 2020, the Board office received a statement that tne 
potential violations had been corrected and examples were submitted where 
applicable. 

6. On February 19, 2020, the Board voted to open an investigation with 
respect to Respondent's oversight of the premises after reviewing the results 
from the premises inspections conducted at Western Arizona Humane Society 
on June 20, 2019 and January 13, 2020. 

7. On February 25, 2020, a Letter of Inquiry was sent to Respondent notifying 
him of the investigation, asking him to respond to the Board's concerns of the 
repeat violations at the premises inspections. 

8. On March 16, 2020, Respondent's response to the investigation was 
received. According to Respondent, since the last inspection, they have hired 
more technical staff, including one CVT. Additionally, another veterinarian was 
hired and is the lead veterinarian; he has been working with Respondent, is his 


advisor on policies and procedures that are the Board's standards. 
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9. Respondent apologized for the inadequacies and took responsibility for 
them. He stated that after the first insoection, the corrections were made; 
however, he did not continue to oversee that everything remained in good 
standing. He wanted to help the shelter since they were in great need of a 


veterinarian; he is an employee and not an owner of the shelter. 


CONCLUSIONS OF LAW 

10. The Arizona State Veterinary Medical Examining Board has jurisdiction 
over this matter pursuant to A.R.S. § 32-2201, et seq. 

11. The conduct and circumstances described in the Findings of Fact above, 
constitutes a violation of A.R.S. § 32-2232 (18) as it relates to A.A.C. R3-11-502 
(J)(2) expired controlled substances on the premises — buprenorphine 60mLs 
and phenobarbital 97.2mg. 

12. The conduct and circumstances described in the Findings of Fact above, 
constitutes a violation of A.R.S. § 32-2232 (18) as it relates to A.A.C. R3-11-502 
(K) (2) controlled substance inventory log does not contain all required 
information. 

13. The conduct and circumstances described in the Findings of Fact above, 
constitutes a violation of A.R.S. § 32-2232 (18) as it relates to A.A.C. R3-11-502 
(K) (3) controlled substance dispensing log does not contain all required 


information. 


ORDER 


Based upon the foregoing Findings of Fact and Conclusions of Law it is 


ORDERED that Respondent's License, No. 1197 be issued a Decree of Censure. 
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1. Respondent shall obey all federal, state and local laws/rules governing 
the practice of veterinary medicine in this state. 

2. Respondent shall bear all costs of complying with this Order. 

3. This Order is conclusive evidence of the matters described and may be 
considered by the Board in determining an appropriate sanction in the event a 
subsequent violation occurs. In the event Respondent violates any term of this 
Order, the Board may, after opportunity for Informal Interview or Formal 
Hearing, take any other appropriate disciplinary action authorized by law, 


including suspension or revocation of Respondent's license. 


REHEARING/APPEAL RIGHTS 

Respondent has the right to petition for a rehearing or review of this Order. 
Pursuant to A.R.S. § 32-2234 (H} and § 41-1092.09 the petition must be filed with 
the Board within thirty-five (35) days from the date of mailing if the Order was 
served via certified mail. Pursuant to A.A.C. R3-11-904 (C), the petition must set 
forth legally sufficient reasons for granting the rehearing or review. The filing of 
a petition for rehearing or review is required to preserve any rights of appeal to 
the Superior Court that the party may wish fo pursue. 

This Order shall be effective and in force upon the expiration of the above 
time period for filing a motion for rehearing or review with the Board. However, 
the timely filing of a motion for rehearing or review shall stay the enforcement 
of the Board's Order, unless, pursuant to A.A.C. R3-11-904 (F), the Board has 
expressly found good cause to believe that this Order shall be effectively 


immediately upon the issuance and has so stated in this Order. 
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Dated this_27” day of Gaby 2020. 


Arizona State Veterinary Medical Examining Board 
Jim Loughead 
Chairman 


wy Lect rn Wee tinns 


Victoria Whitmore, Executive Director 


Original of the foregoing filed this ar day of Jot 2020 
with the: 


Arizona State Veterinary 
Medical Examining Board 
1740 W. Adams St., Ste. 4600 
Phoenix, Arizona 85007 


Copy of the foregoing sent by certified, return receipt mail 
this_&7" day of Guy , 2020 to: 
Roger Litchfield, DVM 


Addaress on file 
Respondent 


Board Staff 


20-81, Roger Litchfield, DVM 


~~] 


